Big Climate Connection

Preparation & suggested script for lobby meetings
Coordinators – it makes lots of sense to organise a pre-meeting with participants before the lobby meeting. At this you could go through the script and also find out what people/groups want to raise another point with the MP quickly at the end of the lobby event 

Suggested meeting script

Suggest to MP how the meeting could run:
We’d like to introduce ourselves, tell you briefly about the motivations for us visiting, let you know what we’re going to do on climate change and ask you to do some things as well. We’ve got a letter to give you at the end of the meeting and would like to take a photo with you [and give you a small memento (if applicable)]. 

(It’s worth letting the MP’s office know in advance that this is your suggestion for how to run the meeting)
Introductions

[Lobbyists introduce yourselves and, if applicable, what group they come from].
Introduction to purpose of the meeting

We are here because we want to work with you over the next year on helping tackle climate change. We want your help to get more action on energy efficiency in homes, controls on carbon emissions from power stations, and financial support for developing countries to adapt to climate change and develop cleanly. 

If applicable - We are committed to do things ourselves as well, such as [X, Y and Z. Note that this helps create a relationship where both parties are doing things as well as create a constituency link. Ideas might include personal actions, promoting action to others or developing local energy efficiency/renewable projects].
We are taking part in this lobby because: [list motivations, e.g. fuel poverty, health, environment, development  – one of the people attending can say a couple of sentences about each applicable issue].

We want to talk to you about what we’d like to do on energy efficiency, emissions from power plants and international climate finance, and if there is time at the end of the meeting a few of us would like to quickly raise other issues if that’s okay.

The issues

· On Energy Efficiency we’d like your support to make sure the Energy Bill that is being introduced in Parliament later this year is strong enough to both deliver the carbon cuts necessary and protect low-income households from rising fuel bills. We need to see an end to cold homes by 2020 and more immediate action on the worst housing, which is largely in the private rented sector.
· On carbon emissions from power plants we need the Energy Bill to include limits on carbon pollution from coal & gas power plants to meet carbon reduction targets within the Climate Change Act.

· On international climate finance we want to see UK leadership at the forthcoming international climate talks in Cancun. We particularly want the Government to support new & innovative ways of raising finance, such as an international levy on air flights or a small financial transaction tax.

Could you please write to the Prime Minister and the Climate and Energy Secretary of State to pass on our concerns and express your support for the measures we suggest? 

There’s more information about what we’re asking for in the letter and more information on the issues in the briefing note. 

Brief discussion
The MP may have some questions.

Wrap-up

Thank you very much for meeting with us. We’d like to organise another meeting in a few months to follow-up on these issues if that is okay with you.

Just before we go [XXXX] wants to very quickly say the following [chance for e.g. any particular person group to raise any urgent issue].

And can we please take a quick photograph with you?

